
Art. VI. Some Main and Unclassified Motions. 
There are three different ways that a body can change its mind during a meeting: Amend Something Previously Adopted, Rescind or Reconsider
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37. Motion to Rescind, Repeal or Annul.
“Any vote taken by an assembly, except those mentioned further on, may be rescinded by a majority vote, provided notice of the motion has been 
given at the previous meeting or in the call for this meeting; or it may be rescinded without notice by a two-thirds vote, or by a vote 
of a majority of the entire membership.” 
“… It is a main motion without any privilege, and therefore can be introduced only when there is nothing else before the assembly. …” 
“… The motion to rescind can be applied to votes on all main motions, including questions of privilege and orders of the day that have been acted 
upon, and to votes on an appeal, with the following exceptions: votes cannot be rescinded after something has been done as a result of that vote that 
the assembly cannot undo; …” 

36. Motion to Reconsider.
“This motion is peculiar in that the making of the motion has a higher rank than its consideration, and for a certain time prevents anything being done as 
the result of the vote it is proposed to reconsider. It can be made only on the day the vote to be reconsidered was taken, or on the next succeeding day, 
a legal holiday or a recess not being counted as a day. It must be made by one who voted with the prevailing side. Any member may second it. ...” 

“…The motion to reconsider cannot be applied to a vote on a motion that may be renewed within a reasonable time; or when practically the same result 
may be attained by some other parliamentary motion; or when the vote has been partially executed (except in case of the motion to limit debate), or 
something has been done as the result of the vote that the assembly cannot undo; …” 
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Reconsider takes the entire Main Motion for reconsideration. A loss on this motion 
has no effect on the Main Motion. However, if Reconsider is passed and motion gets 
Amended, it goes to Vote after Debate and the entire “new” motion can be lost. 
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Rescind takes the entire Main Motion and it is revoked or canceled.  
You cannot rescind a motion when something has been done, as a result of the vote on the 
main motion, that it is impossible to undo. No time limit on making this motion and any 
member regardless of how the member voted on the original question can make it. 
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